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olleen McFarland headlines Feb. 24 8.0.5. concert at Act 11 Playhouse

By David W. Wannop

Correspondent

hie 50,5, seres of concerts

featuring original singer

songwriters has an.kfl hjg,_*
with i1s lineup on Feb. 24. The
eraup Denzien, who also produce
the show, will feature regional
favorite Aaron Snow along with
cool class act Colleen MeFarland.
Based in Collingswood, N1,
MeFarland has entered the song-
wriler sceng through
diligence, lenacity
and patience. Her
ghitar, piano and
vocal combination
are guite a potent
potion.

MeFarland has
had her hands Full :
of late, for her CL,
“Three Miles from
(Olessa,” which
refers 10 Delawiare
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originally tfrom SL. Louis County,
f"-l.m-l M.
“T arew up very middle class
with my one brother and eight sis
ters, | just happened 1o be the
independent black sheep, but in o
eood way, Most of my family still
lives around 5, Louis and they are
very stpportive. Two of my sisters
drove Ave-and-a-half hours o
Nashville to see me play.’ Her
smashing performance at the
Bluebird in Mashville is being
downloaded off the
Iniernel by many
fans.

MeFurland has

first professional
gi__y_\. “T stanted
singing professional-
Iy at 15 with a wed-
liLJ'I;L and party band.
Then 1 joined a rock
cover hand. We

and nol the Ukraine, has been
spoflighted on radio stations
geross the nation. She is also a
memher of the all-women's piana
tour called Eastern Keyboard,
which festures the area’s best
pianistfsongwriters, and she has 4
long runming songwriter circle at
the Theee Beans CofTes € “mpany
in Haddonfield, N1, Mot bad for
this youngest of nine children

played Hinois and 1
lied about my age so | could
work. Three or four nights a week
| would be gigging and | put
mivself through college that way.
It didn't help my operatic recitals.
[ would come to school with a
raspy voice. We performed miostly
Mozart,” she recalls

Those college days as a voo al
miajor reguired McFarland 1o take
piagno as well. She continwed to

Colleen McFarland brings her unigie song stylings lo Act Il Playhouse lor

the Feb. 24 Songwriters Original Showcase.
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Upon completing her undergradu
ate studies, McFarland
entered the prestigions

# Berklee School af

vl Music in Bostan.

However, money
was bght, and some-
by back home was
pining [or her, so she reiumed to
St Louis, She began wo work at a
studio, which also did advertise-
ments, MeFarland became the
vaice of 4 number of nationally
promoted products.
Coincidentally, there happened to
be an intern at the smdio from the
Berldee School of Music. This
man, record producer Tim Craven,
eventually beeame MeFarland's
husband. They moved back to
Bosion, where she started to write
songs at a more fervent pace.

Howwever, guitar was now her
mstrument of ehoice. *T consider
myself 10 be more of a song-
wriler/vocalist than a guitanst-
pianist. My piano songs were kind
of thythim amd blues but now they
are more theatrical. My puitar
SONZE Were mone singerfsong-
writer but now they are more
rhythm and blues”

All of McFarland's perfor-
mances today are an attempt o
make everyone feel a part of . 5o
il you want o be included, all you

have o do s show up!



